
2012 Annual Report 

Message from the Executive Director  
Dear Friends, 
    It has been an amazing year for the Addiction Coalition. While unfortunately we have heard 
some disheartening stories, we are beginning to see favorable fruits of our labor. We have 
increased the traffic to the addictioncoalition.org website by over 130% over last year. We 
have doubled the number of school prevention chapters while also increasing our development 
of our leadership teams for those chapters to 14 schools. We have also grown our volunteer 
base by more than double. We have been grateful for the helpful media attention and coverage 
we have received this year as well. 
    While we are excited about the numbers, we are just beginning our work from a small base 
in our pilot schools. The Addiction Coalition is now focused on dramatically growing its impact 
by strengthening and expanding school prevention programs and working with service 
providers to increase the influence of the Birmingham Recovery Network. We are thankful for 
your faithful support and look forward to sharing our progress with you in the days ahead. 

Warmest regards,  

 J. Sándor Cheka, III 

Community Involvement 

 Department of Children’s Affairs: Presented as a drug trend expert in five communities in 
the State of Alabama  

 Medication Take-Back Day: Helped increase the amount of medication collected by 21% in 
the City of Birmingham 

 Recovery Month: Recognized as the first ever Recovery Month Challenge winner by the 
Alabama Department of Mental Health for posting 60 stories of recovery online shared by 
people in the community 

 SAMHSA: Selected by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration to 
train other communities across the country on capacity building to develop community 
coalitions and to help us learn best practices developing in other communities 

 Service Project: 40 youth participated in a clean-up project at Aletheia House 
 Youth Leadership Development Program: Sponsored a Substance Abuse Prevention 

Workshop for 39 students to develop drug prevention videos 

Service Provided Community Benefit 

Addiction Coalition Chapters 4 High Schools, 29 Student Leaders, 486 Students Reached 

Youth Advisory Council 16 Middle and High Schools Represented 

Addiction Coalition Website 6,690 Unique Visitors 

Resource Directory 101 Providers; 1,282 Unique Visitors 

Too Good For Drugs 61 Students at Cornerstone Schools of Alabama 

Volunteers 144 Individuals 

Our Vision: To Eliminate Addiction in Central Alabama 
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FREEDOM SOURCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Steve Briggs, Board Chairman–President, Petra Life Services  
 

Dr. Neal Berte–President Emeritus, Birmingham Southern College 
 

Ann Florie–Executive Director, Leadership Birmingham 
 

Drayton Nabers, Jr.–Shareholder, Maynard, Cooper, & Gale PC 
 

Richard Simmons, III–Executive Director, Center for Executive Leadership  
 

Rev. Thomas Wilder–Pastor, Bethel Baptist Church 

ADDICTION COALITION COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD 
Tommy Brigham–Chairman, Ark Real Estate Strategies 

 

Kate Cotton–Executive Director, Protective Life Foundation 
 

Dr. Gary Fenton–Senior Pastor, Dawson Memorial Baptist Church 
 

Drew Langloh–President & CEO, United Way of Central Alabama 
 

James McManus–CEO, Energen Corporation 
 

Kate Nielsen–President, Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham 
 

Chief A.C. Roper–Chief of Police, City of Birmingham 

Fr. Alex Steinmiller–President, Holy Family Cristo Rey Catholic High 
School 

 

Mike Vest–Executive Director, Governor’s Commission on Physical 
Fitness & Sports 

 

Dr. Kevin Walsh–Director of In-School Character Education, GAC- Boy 
Scouts of America 

 

Joel Welker–President & Publisher, Birmingham Business Journal 
 

Dr. Mark Wilson–Health Officer, Jefferson County Department of 
Public Health 
 

Dr. Craig Witherspoon–Superintendent, Birmingham City Schools 

Our Mission 
To support and create effective, culture-changing community awareness and 
prevention programs through area schools, churches and employers 
 
To foster a community conversation to encourage collaboration and deployment of the 
most effective assessment, treatment and long-term recovery techniques 
 
To be the catalyst in increasing capacity for treatment both youth and adult, to 
dramatically reduce the social cost and impact of addiction 

The Addiction Coalition 
An Initiative of The Freedom Source 

200 Union Hill Drive, Suite 101 
Birmingham, AL 35209 

205-874-8498 
www.addictioncoalition.org 

www.thefreedomsource.com 

Financial Partners 

We want to thank our generous 
donors who are the reason we 
are able to pursue our mission 
of eliminating addiction in 
Central Alabama. Because of 
their investment in our 
community, we are able to 
make strides in making a 
lasting impact in our youth and 
help families find hope in the 
midst of their crisis. We will be 
diligent to be faithful stewards 
of the money with which we 
have been entrusted.  

Alabama Power Foundation 
Anonymous (3) 
Dr. and Mrs. Neal Berte 
Blankenship & Seay Consulting 
The Caring Foundation of Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Alabama 
Jim Black 
Lynn and Steve Briggs 
Cobbs, Allen & Hall 

Total 2012 Revenue: $238,132.42 

Daniel Foundation of Alabama 
Drummond Company, Inc. 
Dunn-French Foundation 
Ann Florie 
Jim Gorrie 
Dr. Lawrence W. Greer 
Mary and Victor Hanson, III 
Joseph S. Bruno Charitable 
Foundation 

Mitzi Lafferty 
Luckie & Company 
Tara and Tommy Mayfield  
Million Dollar Round Table 
Drayton Nabers, Jr. 
Kate and Claude Nielsen 
O’Neal Steel  
Petra Foundation 
Dede and David Pittman 

Protective Life Corporation 
Robert R. Meyer Foundation 
ServisFirst Bank 
Richard Simmons 
Steve Franklin Ministries 
Thomas Wilder 
Thompson Foundation 
Wells Fargo Foundation 


